[Lines of transformed mouse thymus cells. II. Cell morphology, karyology, ultrastructure and growth in vitro and in vivo].
Morphology, fine structure, karyology and growth of intrathymus pre-T-cell cultures (TC.SC-1/1.1 and TC.SC-1/2.0) were studied both in vitro and in vivo. The cultures were induced by injecting to mice a supernatant enriched with interleukin 2. The results obtained confirm the malignant transformation of cells of the lines obtained and the involvement of endogenic lymphotropic viruses in this process. The lines obtained are defective in hypoxanthine phosphoribosyltransferase. This property may serve as a basis for their use in hybridoma technology.